
Does the dog have one  
or more of these signs?

Heartworm disease
Next steps to interpret results

Note: This algorithm is provided as a reference resource only for use by, or under the supervision of, a licensed veterinarian. 

*Administer treatment according to American Heartworm Society protocol. 
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• Cough
• Exercise intolerance

• Dyspnea
• Hepatomegaly

• Syncope
• Ascites

• Abnormal heart  
or lung sounds
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YES

Infection is unlikely.
Review benefits of
parasite prevention.
Retest for vector-borne
disease annually.
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Clinical  
signs

IDEXX 4Dx® 
Plus result

Next step 
considerations

Monitor

Prevent

Retest in 9–12 months  
following adulticide treatment.*

Recommend treating 
confirmed positive  
results with adulticide.*

Retest in 12 months.

Evaluate vector-borne disease prevention strategies and reinforce the value of year-round protection.

The American Heartworm Society recommends that 
a confirmatory test be run on all positive antigen test 
results prior to therapy, especially when a positive test 
result is unexpected. 

• Retest for heartworm antigen with Heartworm  
 Antigen by ELISA or retest using the IDEXX 4Dx® 
 Plus Test or SNAP® Heartworm RT Test

• Evaluate for microfilaria.
• Consider the following: 

• Thoracic radiographs
• CBC
• Chemistry panel with SDMA
• Urinalysis with UPC

• A negative result is 
unexpected when 
heartworm infection  
is suspected. 

• Heartworm Antigen by  
ELISA with Heat Treatment 
(test code 7232) should be 
considered.

Heat treatment aids in  
the detection of heartworm
antigen in an infected dog
when immune complexes
are present. A positive result 
following heat treatment is 
consistent with the presence 
of immune complexes 
blocking the detection  
of heartworm antigen.


